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learn. share. grow.

AUGUST  2025 COOS 
REPORTER

Newly Awarded  Orchid 
Paph. maliopense  

Grown by Justin Pepperney 

Wins AM/AOS at the 2025 Akron Orchid Society Show
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President’s Message 
We didn't have a meeting last month, but I hope you have been enjoying the 

summer.  Most of our orchids are outside now in our backyard, shaded by large 

oak trees.  By the time we have them all moved outside, it seems like it's almost 

time to bring them in again. 

The Ohio Valley Orchid Fest is coming up.  It will be held August 23-24, Saturday 

9-5 and Sunday 12-3 in Kettering, OH, a suburb of Dayton. If you register for the 

whole weekend, you can hear keynote lectures from some nationally known 

orchid experts.  Even if you just attend for part of a day, you can buy from some 

of the best orchid vendors around and see the amazing orchids on display in 

their extensive show table.  See the ad with links on page 6 in this newsletter. 

Thank you for being members of the Central Ohio Orchid Society. 

Dave Markley 

Next COOS Meeting Set for August 21, 2025
Please be prepared to have both a member plant sale and a plant 

sale courtesy of our speaker John Finer.  Bring all those plants you 

divided during your spring and summer repotting.  

Photo from IOSPE
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Congratulations to Justin Pepperney for 
Growing an AOS Awarded Orchid

Justin Pepperney’s Paphiopedilum malipoense ‘Memoria William Pepperney’ AM/AOS 

was awarded in March at the Akron Orchid Society show. Justin grew this plant from 

flask, which was a long-term effort considering it can take this species ten years from 

flask to first blooming. While waiting the long period to see flowers, however, growers 

can enjoy the species’ beautiful green and purple foliage. 

This Paphiopedilum malipoense was measured at 13 cm NS (Natural Spread of the 

lateral petals from tip to tip). The impressive measurements, color, and form 

contributed to an 88 pt. score. The name of this clone honors Justin’s late uncle 

William. 
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August 21, 2025 Society Meeting 
The Central Ohio Orchid Society August meeting will be held on Thursday, August 

21 2025 at 6:30 p.m., in the Veridian Room at the Franklin  Park Conservatory.  

The beginners corner will start at 6:30 pm, and the meeting, followed by the 

speaker and the show table awards,  will start at 7:00 p.m.  

PLANT PHYSIOLOGY
John Finer will be speaking about Orchid Physiology.  John Finer is an Emeritus Professor 

in the Department of Horticulture and Crop Science at The Ohio State University and 

Courtesy Faculty in The Water School at Florida Gulf Coast University. He currently 

serves on the Education Committee and Research Committee of the American Orchid 

Society and is an Education Director with the Gulf Coast Orchid Alliance. After retiring 

to Naples, Florida in June, 2021, John has focused on propagating and reintroducing 

native orchids into local Florida communities and making novel new orchid hybrids, some 

of which are available from select orchid growers in South and Southwest Florida. So 

far, John has 38 new named orchid hybrids with many more on the way! For his 

presentation, he will describe his journey from soybean biotechnology at Ohio State to 

orchid growing, and explain his approaches for orchid propagation, culture and 

improvement. John also has a YouTube channel where he is “The Plant Propagator” and a 

business called “The Orchid Propagator”.

Zoom Information 
Topic: COOS August Meeting Thursday, August 21, 2025 @ 7pm

Time: Aug 21, 2025 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83698511769?
pwd=a8TGvOaaEunFMx6Pb74vjMuNsvtuMT.1

Meeting ID: 836 9851 1769

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83698511769?pwd=a8TGvOaaEunFMx6Pb74vjMuNsvtuMT.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83698511769?pwd=a8TGvOaaEunFMx6Pb74vjMuNsvtuMT.1
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OHIO VALLEY 
AUGUST 21-24 2025    

REGISTER & INFO: www.ohiovalleyorchidfest.com

ORCHID FEST
Miami Valley Orchid Society &
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
4865 WILMINGTON PIKE
KETTERING, OHIO

INTERNATIONALLY 
KNOWN SPEAKERS

RON KAUFMANN 
CHAIR- CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY
&

RON MCHATTON
CHIEF EDUCATION &SCIENCE OFFICER

AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY

$3
SUGGESTED 

ADMISSION
ALL ADMISSION PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 

DAYTON DREAM CENTER
&

LIFEWISE ACADEMY 

AOS MEMBER MINGLE
HANG OUT & HAVE SOME FUN!

PLANT SALES
ORCHIDS, CERAMICS 

& AROIDS
LOCAL, REGIONAL & 

INTERNATIONAL VENDORS

GREAT FOOD

LEARNING
LECTURES, VIRUS 
WORKSHOP, REPOTTING 
DEMONSTRATIONS

Phalaenopsis Summer Girl ‘Plum Crazy’ HCC/AOS 

FUN
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

ORCHID SHOW
AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY JUDGING
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
AMERICAN ORCHID SOCIETY AND 
MID AMERICA ORCHID CONGRESS

It’s not to late to register for Ohio Valley Orchid Fest 
www.ohiovalleyorchidfest.com or just plan on attending

http://www.ohiovalleyorchidfest.com/
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Ohio	Valley	Orchid	Fest	August	23	and	24,	with		selected	

activity	on	Friday	the	22nd	
 

OVOF	has	expanded.	Lots	of	new	information	is	on	the	website	at			
www.ohiovalleyorchidfest.com	

	
2025	is	the	fifth	year	for	the	Ohio	Valley	Orchid	Fest	and	it	continues	to	grow.	Vendor	
interest	has	been	high	and	some	vendor	requests	had	to	be	turned	away.		
	
We	are	adding	an	additional	day	of	speakers	this	year	on	Friday	afternoon	August	22.	We	will	have	two	fantastic	
speakers;	Ron	Kaufmann	and	Ron	McHatton.	Each	will	give	keynote	talks	on	both	Friday	and	Saturday.		
	
Ron	McHatton	will	also	present	a	hands-on	Orchid	Virus	seminar	on	Sunday	afternoon.	
		

 
	
	
	

New	Square	Link	Makes	OVOF	
Registration	and	Ordering	Easy	

	
http://ohiovalleyorchidfest.square.site/ 

	
Use	this	link	to	pay	online	for	these	and	more:	
	

• Registration	is	open.	Full	registration	at	$75	before	
August	1st	is	a	bargain!	It	includes	the	Friday	
Preview	Party,	all	4	lectures,	and	meals	from	local	
restaurants	from	Friday	noon	through	Sunday	lunch,	
snacks,	goodie	bags,	a	vender	voucher	and	more!	
After	August	1st	and	at	the	door	the	fee	increases	to	
$95.	Tickets	may	also	be	purchased	separately	for	
individual	events.			

	
• Can’t	make	it	to	Dayton	but	want	to	view	the	lectures?	

$35	provides	a	login	code	to	all	society	members	to	
attend	keynote	speakers	Ron	Kaufmann	and	Ron	
McHatton	online.	That	is	2	lectures	on	Friday	and	2	on	
Saturday.	Each	of	them,	each	day.	

	
• Need	Orchiata?	Between	now	and	JULY	18,	you	can	

pre-order	Orchiata	Bark	for	pickup	at	Orchid	Fest	
with	5	bark	sizes	to	choose	from.	A	full	bag	is	$35,	a	
1/2	bag	is	$20.	

	
• Tickets,	not	part	of	full	registration,	are	available	for	

the	AOS	Mingle	Tour	and	Dinner	on	Thursday.	
 

Opportunity	to	
Mingle	with	AOS	

	
Our	friends	from	the	American	Orchid	
Society	will	be	in	Dayton	prior	to	the	
Ohio	Valley	Orchid	Fest	for	planning	
sessions	on	Thursday	and	Friday	
mornings,	August	21	and	22.	
	
There	is	also	a	special	tour	and	
dinner	being	offered	Thursday	
afternoon	and	evening	at	the	
Carillon	Historic	Park	for	the	
opportunity	to	see	why	you	can’t	go	a	
day	without	Dayton	Ohio!				
	
Some	key	things	to	see	include	the	
first	fully	functional	airplane	that	was	
developed	here	in	Dayton	and	an	
amazing	collection	of	historical	cash	
registers	that	were	invented	and	
produced	by	the	NCR	
Corporation.			Dayton	still	has	the	
highest	per	capita	of	patents		
anywhere	in	the	country,	so	come	see	
all	the	things	that	were	developed in	
Dayton!	
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Monthly Meeting Hospitality
 We are starting a new tradition in utilizing Sign-Up Genius to schedule our monthly 

meeting hospitality.  This will make it easier to sign up to bring tasty snacks and you 

will also receive automated reminders that you did sign up!  

Please volunteer by clicking the link below: 

COOS Monthly Meeting Hospitality Sign Up

August Hospitality 
Thanks  to Mouse O’Linn and Dave Markley for signing up to bring snacks 

to our August  Meeting! 

Follow the link above to assure we all get a snack cause right now only 
early birds will be able to snack!!

Take The Time to Investigate Local Orchid 
Plants and Suppliers

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DAAA82AA2FBC52-53830953-bring#/


CENTRAL OHIO ORCHID SOCIETY

9

AOS Events/Webinars

While some events are for members of the American Orchid Society, many are 

open to all.  Greenhouse chats are usually held twice per month (less in the 

summer) and are open to all. Other webinars and informational offerings are 

also available.  If you are a member of the AOS, don’t forget their easy to use 

catalog of previous webinars are available to view at any time.  Upcoming 

webinars:  

• Pest Management Techniques for Indoor Orchids with Ron McHatton, 
Thursday September 11 at 8:30 pm 

• Growing Specimen Plants with Sandra Svoboda, Tuesday September 
23 at 5:30 pm 

• Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton, Thursday October 9 at 8:30 pm

Have You Considered Joining the American 
Orchid Society

BENEFITS OF AOS MEMBERSHIP 

• Receive Orchids Magazine and have access to the Digital 
Archive 

• Receive Exclusive Discounts and Savings on Orchids, Supplies 
and More 

• OrchidPro Online Orchid Software 

• Hundreds of Orchid Webinars 

Go to AOS.org for more information 

http://AOS.org


CENTRAL OHIO ORCHID SOCIETY

10

2025 Program Calendar  
Tracy Stombotne is continuing as our Program Chair and has developed 

another wonderful group of speakers.  Each month we will update the 

calendar as some changes are always expected as people’s schedules 

change.  Below is the current slate of programs which may be modified: 

MEETING DATE SPEAKER TOPIC VENDOR PLANT SALE

January 16 Nicholas Rust Jewel Orchids Possible, at a later date

February 20 Fred Clarke Aussie 
Dendrobiums

Possible as a group 
order

March 20 Jeanne 
Rhinehart

Native Orchids Member Plant Sale

April 17 Jim and 
Yvonne France

Phragmipediums Yes

May 15 Fred Bess Pest and Disease 
Management

Member and Society 
Plant Sale

June 19 Edgar Stehli Tolumnia Yes

July No Meeting

August 21 John Finer Orchid Physiology No

September 20 Picnic Amy Stanley’s 
Home

Member Plant Sale

October 16 Tim 
Culbertson

TBD Yes

November 21 Annual 
Banquet and 

Awards

Member Plant Sale

December No Meeting
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2025 Central Ohio Orchid Society Board and 
Committee Chairs

President Dave Markley

Vice President Troy Timbrook

Secretary Tom Hart

Treasurer Cheryl Early

Immediate Past President Nancy Shapiro

Trustee Beth Makley

Trustee Jan Miller

Hospitality Chair Vacant

Program Chair Tracy Stombotne

Away Show Chair Ken Mettler

Home Show Chair David Markley

Newsletter Nancy Shapiro

Website and Social Media Wendy Chrisman

AOS Representative Tom Hart

MAOC Representative Ken Mettler
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