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Plant of the Month 

learn. share. grow.

SEPTEMBER  2025 
COOS REPORTER

Vanda Tubtim Velvet grown by Dave Heilman

I have had this Vanda for a little over 2 years. It was blooming size when I 
received it, however it was not in bloom, and was severely dehydrated with a 
damaged root system.

This Vanda grows in a south facing window with supplemental LED lighting. 
The LED light is 25 watts, full spectrum, 2000 lumens and is generally 8-10 
inches away from the orchid.

I soak the Vanda in rain water for 20-30 minutes twice a day. Every two to 
three days it is soaked in a fertilizer cocktail containing a balanced 20-20-20 
fertilizer. The cocktail is supplemented with magnesium, calcium, and seaweed 
extract. I try to maintain this mixture between 185 and 210 ppm.
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President’s Message 
Our speaker last month was John Finer, Professor Emeritus, of the Ohio State University, 
Department of Horticulture.  He talked to us about orchid physiology which was really quite 
fascinating.  He shared some insights he has gained from all the hybrids he created. He offered 
lots of useful information about a range of topics including watering and the use of fertilizer. To 
learn more about his work, checkout his Youtube channel - The Plant Propagator. 

Our picnic will be Saturday, September 20, at 1:00 PM. Will and Amy Stanley have 
graciously agreed to host us again this year in their backyard. This is always a fun event with a 
show table and member orchid sales. Please come if you are able. See elsewhere in this 
newsletter for more information about the location and what to bring. 

We have nominations for our COOS board of officers for the next term.  We will vote on 
these at our October meeting and any additional nominees may be offered at that time during 
the meeting before we vote.  The term for these positions starts on January 1, 2026 and 
ends on December 31, 2027.  They are: 

President - Ken Mettler 

Vice President - Troy Timbrook 

Treasurer - Tracy Strombotne 

Secretary - Beth Makley 

Trustee - Tsa Shelton 

Trustee - Devin Spencer 

The following chairpersons have agreed to serve, though these are appointed by the incoming 
president and are not voted on. 

Programs Chair - Andi Yates 

Away Show Chair - Ken Mettler 

Home Show Chair - Dave Markley 

Show Table Chair - Bob Dudley 

The Show Table Chair is a new role that will combine photography of the first place winners of 
our show table, collection of the show table slips, and compilation of the points for our grower 
awards. 

Thank you for being members of the Central Ohio Orchid Society. 

Dave Markley
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August Show Table  First PlaceWinners

Denbrobium

Den. NN Splash grown by Jan 
Miller

Oncidium

Mtssa. CM Fitch ‘Izumi’ grown 

by Tracy Stombotne

All show table photos taken by Tom Hart
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August Show Table  First PlaceWinners

Spathoglottis 

Spathoglottis Mellow Yellow grown 
by Ken Mettler

Other
Calanthe humblottii ‘Orchid 

Court’ AM/AOS grown by 

Tennis Maynard
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August Show Table  First PlaceWinners

Pleurothallid 
Masd. Zahlbruckneri grown by 

Chris Brown

Paph. Concolor grown by Tennis 

Maynard

Paphiopedilum Species
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August Show Table  First PlaceWinners

Paph. Lime Twist grown by 

Tennis Maynard

Cattleya 
Catt. QF Oka Manao Kala 

grown by Tsa Shelton

Paphiopedilum Hybrid
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August Show Table  Second and Third 
PlaceWinners

ORCHID GROWER PLACE
C. Leopoldii v. Albina 
4N x B. Nodosa 4N

Tracy Stombotne 2nd

Perreliraara ‘Tony Tan 
Keng Yam

Jan Miller 2nd

Den. NoID Christina Gould 2nd

Coelia bella Ken Mettler 2nd

Spattoglottis gracilis Ken Mettler 2nd

Miltonia spectabilis v. 
moreliana ‘Royalty’ 4N 
AM/AOS

Tennis Maynard 2nd

Restrepia brachypus Tennis Maynard 2nd

Paph. cortisii album Tennis Maynard 2nd

Paph lantha Stage Tennis Maynard 2nd
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ORCHID GROWER PLACE
Spathoglottis hybrid Ken Mettler 3rd

Brassavola perrinii Ken Mettler 3rd

Paph delenatii vinicolor Tennis Maynard 3rd

Masd. davissi Tennis Maynard 3rd

Oncostele Catante 
‘Pacific Sunspots’ AM/
AOS

Tom Hart 3rd

Den. Enobi Purple 
‘Splash’ x Den. 
Convolution

Tom Hart 3rd

Paph. Stonei x Saint 
Swithin

Dave and Edna Markley 3rd

Vanda Furuce (Holc. 
Pupilum x Vanda 
falcata)

Nancy Shapiro 3rd

Tsubotaara Melinda 
Marie ‘Blue Sapphire’

Andi Yates 3rd

August Show Table  Second and Third 
PlaceWinners
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Saturday, September 20, 2025 Society Meeting
The COOS picnic will be Saturday, Sep. 20, beginning at 1:00 PM in the backyard 

of Will and Amy Stanley'  (6728 Rocky Den Rd., Reynoldsburg.)  Parking is 

available in the rear of the CrossWalk Church located at 751 Rosehill Rd. - the 

Stanley's rear yard abuts the church parking lot.  (see map below.)  Everyone 

should bring a lawn chair. People with last names beginning with A through N 

should bring a dessert, and last names beginning with O - Z should bring a side 

dish or salad.  The society will be providing burgers (including veggie burgers), 

buns, condiments, soft drinks, water, cups, plates, utensils, and napkins.   

We will have a show table and a members plant sale.    

For those setting up we will start at noon.
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Kentucky Orchid Society Annual Show

Thanks to Tracy Stombotne for both setting up and taking 
down this beautiful display.  Our Society won 2nd place for 

the display at the 2025 KOS Show!
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Kentucky Orchid Society Annual Show

Review all the winners and their plant names on the 
following pages.  Congratulations to all!
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Kentucky Orchid Society Annual Show 
Results

ORCHID GROWER PLACE
Miltonia spectabilis 
var. moreliana ‘Select’

Nancy Shapiro 2nd

Haraella retrocalia Nancy Shapiro 1st

Cynorkis calanthoides Ken Mettler 2nd

Cattleya labiate var. 
ruba

Ken Mettler 1st

Paph. curtisii album Tennis Maynard 1st

Paph. Transvaal Tennis Maynard 1st

Paph. Ianta Stage 
‘Loraine’s Choice AM/
AOS

Tennis Maynard 2nd

Habenaria Regnieri Tennis Maynard 2nd

Den. cuthbertsonii Tennis Maynard 2nd

Bulbo. fascinator semi-
album

Tennis Maynard 2nd

Cischweinfia horichii Tennis Maynard 3rd

Cattlianthe Chocolate 
Drop

Tennis Maynard 1st
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ORCHID GROWER PLACE
Lycaste smeeana Chris Brown 1st

Masd. zahibruckneri Chris Brown 1st

Brassovla nodosa 
‘Remar’ x ‘Mas Major’

Beth Mackley 2nd

Phrag. Eric Young 
‘Rocket Fire’ 4N x 
Beauport ‘Rose Rocket’ 
4N

Edna Markley 3rd

Onc. Speckle Spire 
‘Snowflake’

Jan Miller 3rd

Habenaria ‘Tanager’ Jan Miller 3rd

Oncostele Catantante 
‘Pacific Sunspots’

Jan Miller 2nd

COOS Display Tracy Stombotne 2nd

Kentucky Orchid Society Annual Show 
Results

Congratulations to all who entered plants and to 
those who received ribbons!
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AOS Events/Webinars
While some events are for members of the American Orchid Society, many are 

open to all.  Greenhouse chats are usually held twice per month (less in the 

summer) and are open to all. Other webinars and informational offerings are 

also available.  If you are a member of the AOS, don’t forget their easy to use 

catalog of previous webinars are available to view at any time.  Upcoming 

webinars:  

• Growing Specimen Plants with Sandra Svoboda, Tuesday September 
23 at 5:30 pm (members only) 

• Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton, Thursday October 9 at 8:30 pm 

• A Historical Look at Phragmipediums, What can Nature Teach us? Whee 
and How they Grow and to be a Successful Grower with Frank Cervera, 
Monday October 13 at 8:30 pm (members only)

Have You Considered Joining the American 
Orchid Society

BENEFITS OF AOS MEMBERSHIP 

• Receive Orchids Magazine and have access to the Digital 
Archive 

• Receive Exclusive Discounts and Savings on Orchids, Supplies 
and More 

• OrchidPro Online Orchid Software 

• Hundreds of Orchid Webinars 

Go to AOS.org for more information 

http://AOS.org
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2025 Program Calendar  
Tracy Stombotne is continuing as our Program Chair and has developed 

another wonderful group of speakers.  Each month we will update the 

calendar as some changes are always expected as people’s schedules 

change.  Below is the current slate of programs which may be modified: 

MEETING DATE SPEAKER TOPIC VENDOR PLANT SALE

January 16 Nicholas Rust Jewel Orchids Possible, at a later 
date

February 20 Fred Clarke Aussie 
Dendrobiums

Possible as a group 
order

March 20 Jeanne 
Rhinehart

Native Orchids Member Plant Sale

April 17 Jim and 
Yvonne France

Phragmipediums Yes

May 15 Fred Bess Pest and Disease 
Management

Member and Society 
Plant Sale

June 19 Edgar Stehli Tolumnia Yes

July No Meeting

August 21 John Finer Orchid 
Physiology

No

September 20 Picnic Great Food from 
1-4 pm 

Show Table and 
Member Plant sale

October 16 Tim Culbertson TBD Yes

November 21 Annual 
Banquet and 

Awards

Member Plant Sale

December No Meeting
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2025 Central Ohio Orchid Society Board and 
Committee Chairs

President Dave Markley

Vice President Troy Timbrook

Secretary Tom Hart

Treasurer Cheryl Early

Immediate Past President Nancy Shapiro

Trustee Beth Makley

Trustee Jan Miller

Hospitality Chair Vacant

Program Chair Tracy Stombotne

Away Show Chair Ken Mettler

Home Show Chair David Markley

Newsletter Nancy Shapiro

Website and Social Media Wendy Chrisman

AOS Representative Tom Hart

MAOC Representative Ken Mettler
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